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1. As an indirect consequence of the democratic transition which started early 2011 in Tunisia, within a few months around 23,000 migrants from Tunisia left that  country and entered irregularly into the territory of the European Union. Since April however the number of irregular migrants entering the European Union's territory from Tunisia across the Mediterranean declined. Although Egypt has also experienced a democratic transition, the number of migrants who have arrived irregularly in the territory of the European Union from that country remains limited. 

Since February 2011 around 800,000 persons have fled the police repression and the military conflict in Libya. Of them, however, only a limited number (around 15,000) managed to reach the territory of the European Union across the Mediterranean, while all the others found hospitality in the neighbouring countries in Africa and –whenever possible- were subsequently repatriated to their respective countries of origin. 

Currently, while migratory flows from Egypt continue to not be significant, and the arrivals of migrants into the EU from Tunisia have seriously diminished, on the other hand it can be noticed that the EU is increasingly becoming the destination for persons fleeing the conflict in Libya, although the bulk of them continue to direct themselves rather towards neighbouring countries such as Tunisia and Egypt. 

It is difficult for the Commission to predict in a credible manner how the current trends will evolve in the near future, and whether more countries, going through a democratic transition or a situation of social and economic crisis or civil unrest, will be the origin of new flows of migrants and refugees directed towards the European Union. 

2. On 1 January 2009 the population of the EU-27 stood at approximately 500 million. Migrants from countries outside the EU represent around 4% (20 million) of the total EU population.

Although the EU-27 population continues to grow, population decline is already in evidence in several Member States. Eurostat's 2008-based population projections show the population of the EU-27 rising gradually to 520.7 million in 2035 and thereafter gradually declining to 505.7 million in 2060. The working-age population is expected to decrease substantially by 2060.

The estimation of the net migration necessary to keep the ratio of working-age population to total population constant at its 2008 level indicates that the EU as a whole would need significant net immigration – over 25 million additional inflows over the period 2008 to 2020, which would bring the total immigration flows,  to nearly 44 million or 9% of the population in 2008, double the present percentage.

It must be recalled that the Member States are responsible for the numbers of economic migrants they admit to their territory.

